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In Japan during Nara period, emperor Shomu reined the country. Emperor Shomu
had deep faith in Buddhism. He got the feet tall bronze statue of Buddha seated on
a golden lotus constructed. It adorns the grand hall of Todaiji temple located in the
city of Nara. Since he himself was a devout Buddhist all his courtiers high as well
as low also had faith in Buddha. His queen Empress Komyo was a pious lady. She
was known for her beauty not only in Japan but also in China and India. At that
time in India there was a country known as Gandhar (Kandhar). The capital of
Gandhar which was a large and powerful kingdom was dotted with a number of
magnificent Buddhist temples. Early in the morning as the temple bells rang a
large number of monks in black robe holding a copper begging bowl trailed out of
the temple, like the rows of ants.
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Japan is one of the world's most efficient recycling nations . The Japanese reuse over
50 percent of all household products, including 98 percent of their paper and 96 percent
of their glass. Households in most places sort items into eight categories and place them
outside for collection on the days specified on the calendar such as 2nd and 4th Fridays
for newspapers, glass and cans, and the 1st Friday for discarded furniture and other large
items . Large items such as bicycles or televisions can be collected by paying a fee to
local government pick up services.
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(A) Environmental pollution in Japan has accompanied industrialization since the Meiji
period. One of the earliest and well-known cases was the copper poisoning caused by
drainage (waste) from the Ashio Copper Mine in Tochigi Prefecture, beginning as early
as 1878 . The subsequent development of the textile and paper industries led to water
pollution, and the use of coal as the major fuel for industry contributed to wide-spread
but still localized air pollution . In the period of rapid economic growth following World
War II, however, the isolated cases coalesced into a national crisis , and Japan became
one of the most polluted countries . in the world . The strict environment protection
measures that were subsequently implemented have reduced pollution caused by
industrial drainage (waste) and air pollutant emissions . However, world-wide
environmental issues such as the destruction of the ozone layer and global warming
cannot be resolved by a single country . Cooperation of all countries is becoming
increasingly necessary to protect the environment.
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(B) The principal objective of this book is to assist Japanese language learners in achieving
proficiency in spoken Japanese . The lessons are focussed on situations usually faced by
foreign students liting and studying in Japan . Every lesson opens with a piece of
conversation between two or more persons, contains examples and drills in conversation
form, and introduces crucially important words and phrases for that particular situation.
Accurate speech is possible only when grammatical constructions are understood and
used correctly.
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