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M.A. POLITICS

( With Specialization in International Relations )

[ Field of Study Code : PISM (201) ]

Time Allowed : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 100

All questions carry equal marks

Answer any five questions

1. Write an essay on the. Harappan civilization, discussing its political and economic
organization, and the reasons for its decline.

2. Discuss the key issues in debates around the transition from feudalism to capitalism in ,
Europe.

3. Write an essay on the social and religious reform movements of the 19th bentury in India,
outlining the different perspectives on caste and gender that emerged in both Hinduism
and Islam.

4. Gandhian politics was a form of controlled mass mobilization that djd not permit the real
articulation of issues around caste and class. Do you agree? Give reasons for your
answer.

5. Write an essay on Kautilya's theory of the State.

6. Is it possible to bring together the perspectives of M. K. Gandhi and B. R. Ambedkar on
modern India? In what ways do their perspecitives differ? What aspects of their thought
can be reconciled?

7. Write an essay on the different ways-in which Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau legitimize the
authority of the State over the individual.

8. What are the philosophical and ethical problems raised by the debate around the death

penalty?
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9. Discuss the debates around caste-based and gender-based reservations in India.

10. Discuss India's political economy in the early 21st century in the context of leberalization
policies and the impact of the new middle class on politics.

11. Compare and contrast between the role and functioning of the judiciary in India and the
USA.

12. What is the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty? What are the reasons India gives for not
becoming a signatory to it? Do you think India should sign the NNPT? Give reasons for
your answer.

13. What is BRICS? How is it important for Indian foreign policy?

14. Discuss any two of the following theoretical perspectives on international relations

(a) Realist and Neo-realist

(b) World systems

(c) - Feminist

15. Discuss the phenomenon of 'outsourcing' from the point of view of (a) countries of the
global South and (b) labour movements in the global North.

16. Discuss the debates in economic analysis around the relationship between agricultural
activity and industrial development. Do you agree with the view that agricultural activity
must be gradually replaced by industry in order for an economy to become a developed
one?

17. When would an economy be considered to have excess foreign exchange reserves? Should
India invest its excess reserves, if any, in developing the infrastructural sector of the
economy? ,

18. Write a review essay on any book on contemporary politics that you read in the last year,
outlining its main arguments, your agreements and disagreements with it, and whether
you enjoyed reading it and why.

19. Write an essay on the breaks and continuties of the Obama administration with Bush
administration, with special reference to implications for India.

20. What do you understand by the World Social Forum? Do you think it was successful in
offering a platform to tendencies of 'globalization from below?
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JNUEE: QUESTION PAPERS 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 2009 

MA POLITICS 

WITH SPECIALIZATION IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 



FIELD OF STUDY CODE PISM 101 

TIME ALLOWED 3HRS                                      MAXIMUM MARKS 100 

ALL QUESTION CARRY EQUAL MARKS 

ANSWER ANY FIVE QUESTIONS 

1.     Critically examine Gandhi’s theories of satyagraha and ahimsa 

2.     Examine Hobbe’s social contract theory 

3.     Evaluate reservations in India 

4.     Assess Marx’s theory of alienation 

5.     What is communalism? Why is it a threat to Indian democracy? 

6.     Is globalization a new phenomenon? Substantiate. 

7.     Discuss the origins of the cold war 

8.     What are the challenges facing the nuclear non-proliferation treaty ( npt) today? 

9.     What is political realism? 

10.   How do you assess the prospects for south asian regional cooperation ( sarc) 

11.   Evaluate the impact of India’s economic reforms since 1991 

12.   How has globalization affected income distribution in inda? 

13.   Describe the salient features of Indian agriculture 

14.   How does monopoly affect output, price and consumer surplus? 

15.   The Indian manufacturing sector’s share has been significant at 15% of GDP since the last 20 years. Discuss 
some of the factors that have hampered the growth of this sector. 

16.   What were the main features of Asoka's Dhamma? Discuss its impact on the Mauryan empire 

17.   Analyze the main features of british colonialism in India 

18.   What gave rise to extremism during the Indian national movement? How did they differ from the moderates? 

19.   How was feudal Indian feudalism? Discuss it in the context of early medieval India 

20.   Did the socio- religious movements lead to political awakening in India? Discuss. 
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ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 2008 

MA POLITICS 



WITH SPECIALIZATION IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

FIELD OF STUDY CODE PISM 101 

TIME ALLOWED 3HRS                                      MAXIMUM MARKS 100 

ALL QUESTION CARRY EQUAL MARKS 

ANSWER ANY FIVE QUESTIONS 

 

1.     What are the distinctive features of Indian federalism? 

2.     Discuss Gandhi’s concept of satyagraha 

3.     Was Plato's Republic a utopia? 

4.     One of the greatest challenges to India’s developmental  efforts is its large population- critically evaluate this 
statement 

5.     Discuss major socio economic  models of development. Which model fits the Indian case? 

6.     Critically  examine the status of women empowerment in India 

7.     Write an essay on current agrarian crisis in India 

8.     What are special economic zones? How do these contribute to India’s development? 

9.     What do you understand by inclusive growth? How is it necessary for sustainable development? 

10.   Analyze the impact of declining value of dollar on Indian economy 

11.   What is secularism? Why is it important to Indian democracy? 

12.   What is the caste? Is it important to Indian democracy? 

13.   How do you define communalism? Is it a threat to Indian democracy? 

14.   Explain the phenomenon of monsoons and its impact on agriculture. 

15.   Is the plate tectonic theory an improvement on continental drift theory? Discuss 

16.   What are the geographical regions of India? Give a brief descriptions 

17.   Discuss briefly the causes and consequences of world war II 

18.   Discuss the current organization and functions of UN security council and comment critically on the need for its 
reform 

19.   Write a brief essay of Gandhi’s salt Satyagraha evaluate its impact on India’s freedom struggle 

20.   Discuss the contributions of social reformers in the 19th century India to the national movement 
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JNUEE: QUESTION PAPERS 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 2007 

MA POLITICS 

WITH SPECIALIZATION IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

FIELD OF STUDY CODE PISM 101 

TIME ALLOWED 3HRS                                      MAXIMUM MARKS 100 

ALL QUESTION CARRY EQUAL MARKS 

ANSWER ANY FIVE QUESTIONS 

 

1.     Write a brief essay on the impact of the first world war on international relations in 20th century 

2.     Assess the significance of the strategy of Gandhian satyagraha in the context of Indian freedom struggle 

3.     How did the Bolshevik revolution in Russia influence international relations in the period between the two world 
wars? 

4.     Comment analytically on the rise of Indian nationalism and anti colonial struggles before the advent of Gandhi 

5.     Explain how Japan modernized and equipped itself to cope with the challenge of western powers 

6.     Is non alignment relevant in the post cold war international politics? 

7.     Do you think India’s growing friendship with the USA in recent years has undermined the foundational principles of 
Indian foreign policy 

8.     How have the September 11 terrorist attack in the USA changed the dyanamics of international relations 

9.     What are the main issues in India Pakistan relations that are obstructing the attainment of permanent peace 
between two countries? 

10.   How do you think that the United Nations is an effective organization? How can it be strengthened? 

11.   What is the role of judiciary under the Indian constitution?  Do you think  judicial activism is in the interest of Indian 
democracy? 

12.   What are the challenges that confront Indian secularism 

13.   It is said that India is federal in nature but unitary in spirit. Discuss the working of Indian federalism in the light of 
this statement 

14.   Write an essay on the role of Panchayati Raj in socio economic development of rural India 

15.   What is meant by affirmative action? Discuss its role and relevance in contemporary India 

16.   What is capital account convertibility? Outline the implications of full account convertibility for India 



17.   Explain the nature of current agrarian crisis in India 

18.   What is meant by Doha development Round? Why has its progress been slow? Give reasons 

19.   Do you agree that the human development index is better than any other measure to assess the state country 

20.   Indian economy is facing the risk of overheating. Comment critically 
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