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Abe, who took office in December following the Liberal Democratic Party’s general
election victory, originally hoped to meet President Barack Obama this month,
apparently with the aim of showcasing stable bilateral relations at a time of soured
ties with its neighbours, particularly China, over territorial disputes.

But he was forced to give up the idea, with the government citing Obama’s tight

schedule, as he will be inaugurated for a second term on Sunday. But the sources said

the development partly reflects the difficulties Tokyo faces in meeting the US request
~ immediately. ’ '

Abe, who instead chose South-East Asia for his first foreign trip, is now expected to
visit Washington in February at the earliest.

Foreign Minister Fumio Kishidz left for the US on Friday for talks with Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton, adding to the view that Japan is seeking to assure
Washington that Abe will work to make progress on issues of bilateral concern.
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