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ENTRANCE EXAMINATION, 2013

M.Phil./Ph.D. CHINESE

[ Field of Study Code : CHNP (124)

Time Allowed : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 70

Note : None of the answers should be written on the question paper. All the
answers must be written on the answer-script.
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Epic constitutes a type of folk narrative . It is a long poem singing in praise of
historical themes . It is a mega-scale composition developed on the basis of short
literary works of ballads , myths, legends , etc., transmitted orally by people . It is an
artistic manifestation of ethos ; a historical textbook handed down orally. The length
of the Indian epics-Mahabharata (meaning "the story of the great Bharata clan")
and Ramayana (meaning "the journey of Rama") is greater in length and richer in
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content than the epic of Homer. The former is constituted of more than 300,000 lines
and is considered by people as the longest epic in the world. It is said that it was
authored by Vedavyas. This epic has a total of 18 chapters with as many as 100,000
hymns. The basic content of this epic is the narration of a great battle between the two
branches of descendants of the Chandravanshi monarchy of the Bharatas-the
Kauravas and the Pandavas. This battle took place in Kurukshetra, a place near Delhi.
It reflects a historical event around 9th century BC. Apart from these epics, from time
immemorial India has also been having many legacies of spiritual civilization like
the Vedas, the Upanishads, and the Puranas.
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